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Short Version

RE:  Judge Vacates Willful Infringement Against Bridgeport
Stratford, CT.  April 5, 2010 - A Federal District Court Judge for the Middle District of Pennsylvania recently vacated a jury’s finding of willful infringement in a long-running patent infringement dispute between Bridgeport Fittings, Inc. and Arlington Industries, Inc. regarding Bridgeport’s line of patented Whipper-Snap® connectors.  The Court also determined that Bridgeport’s accused Whipper-Snap® duplex connectors do not infringe Arlington’s ‘050 patent. The Court allowed the remainder of the jury’s inconsistent verdict to stand “in light of the very unique circumstances presented in this case.”  The Court, nonetheless, acknowledge that Bridgeport “has a reasonable possibility of success on appeal” and ruled that Bridgeport can continue selling its entire line of patented Whipper-Snap® connectors during the pendency of the appeal.  Arlington’s motions for enhanced damages, contempt and attorneys’ fees were summarily dismissed by the court. 

Two different Federal District Court Judges in the Middle District of Pennsylvania have now determined that Bridgeport’s patented Whipper-Snap® duplex connectors do not infringe Arlington’s ‘050 as a matter of law.  Bridgeport remains confident that the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals will vacate the jury’s inconsistent verdict and ultimately all of Arlington’s claims will be dismissed.

Bridgeport Fittings is a leading supplier of quality fittings to the industrial, commercial and residential channels of the electrical industry.  For more information, contact: Bridgeport Fittings, Inc., 705 Lordship Blvd., Stratford, CT 06615; Tel: (203) 377-5944; Fax: (203) 381-3488; or visit www.bptfittings.com.

Long Version 

RE:  Judge Vacates Willful Infringement Against Bridgeport
Stratford, CT.  April 5, 2010 - A Federal District Court Judge for the Middle District of Pennsylvania recently vacated a jury’s finding of willful infringement in a long-running patent infringement dispute between Bridgeport Fittings, Inc. and Arlington Industries, Inc. regarding Bridgeport’s line of patented Whipper-Snap® connectors.  The Court also determined that Bridgeport’s accused Whipper-Snap® duplex connectors do not infringe Arlington’s ‘050 patent and struck the jury’s award of infringement damages of both lost profits and reasonable royalty as duplicative.  

Despite acknowledging that fundamental legal doctrine precluded the jury’s other findings in favor of Arlington, the Court allowed the remainder of the jury’s inconsistent verdict to stand “in light of the very unique circumstances presented in this case.”  The Court, nonetheless, acknowledge that Bridgeport “has a reasonable possibility of success on appeal” and ruled that Bridgeport can continue selling its entire line of patented Whipper-Snap® connectors during the pendency of the appeal, which could last beyond the expiration of the ’050 patent.  Arlington’s motions for enhanced damages, contempt and attorneys’ fees were summarily dismissed by the court.  It also rejected Arlington’s request for a $6 million appeal bond for the damage award because it found that Bridgeport “has sufficient funds to pay the full amount of the money judgment” if the judgment is sustained on appeal.  Accordingly, the Court only required Bridgeport to post an appeal bond for the damage award in the amount of approximately $900,000.

Two different Federal District Court Judges in the Middle District of Pennsylvania have now determined that Bridgeport’s patented Whipper-Snap® duplex connectors do not infringe Arlington’s ‘050 as a matter of law.  Despite the second court’s refusal to apply fundamental legal doctrine, Bridgeport remains confident that the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals will vacate the jury’s inconsistent verdict and ultimately all of Arlington’s claims will be dismissed.

Bridgeport Fittings is a leading supplier of quality fittings to the industrial, commercial and residential channels of the electrical industry.  For more information, contact: Bridgeport Fittings, Inc., 705 Lordship Blvd., Stratford, CT 06615; Tel: (203) 377-5944; Fax: (203) 381-3488; or visit www.bptfittings.com.
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